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Your Guide to Career Bridge 
Welcome to your one-stop web resource for planning your next career step. 
 
 Use these worksheets to discover: 
 

● Which careers match your talents and interests.  
● Which careers are growing in Washington and how much they pay. 
● What level of education is required for different careers. 
● Where to get the education and training you need and how to fund it. 
● How education programs performed in getting people jobs, money, and more. 

 
About Career Bridge 
Home to nearly 6,000 education and training programs, Washington Career Bridge lets you 
search for training programs by location, subject area, and type of school. This award-winning 
website also gives you performance results for many education programs, telling you how 
many people got jobs, what they were paid, and more. Consider this your free “consumer 
report card.” 
 
Now turn the page and get started!  
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Overview 
Do you know what you want to do for a living or how much you’d like to earn? Get answers to 
these questions and others with CareerBridge.wa.gov. Take the Career Quiz to learn more 
about yourself and your talents. This will help you explore different career paths that interest 
you, see how much each career pays, and whether a career field is growing. Then use Career 
Bridge’s comprehensive database of Washington education programs to find the education 
you need for a living-wage career. 
 
Career Bridge is divided into three main areas: 
 

1. Explore Careers               Take a quiz and see what careers fit your interests. 
 
2. View Job Trends See what careers pay on average in Washington and the 

estimated job openings in a particular field. 
 
3. Find Education Search nearly 6,000 education programs, from a one-

week course to a two-year associate’s degree to a four-
year bachelor’s degree, and beyond. Career Bridge also 
features apprenticeships. 

 
--PLUS-- 

 
Consumer Reports – Career Bridge is nationally recognized for its “Performance Results” 
feature that lets you compare completion, earning, and employment rates among different 
education programs, when data is available. 
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 Step 1  Sign In/Register 
 
To get the most out of your visits, you’ll want to set up your account. Click on “Sign 
In/Register” in the upper right hand corner of the screen. 
 
Register as a new user by clicking on “create an account” and type in your email and 
password. Then you’re ready to go! 
 
Why register? 
This feature lets you to save your searches to a personal dashboard. Once registered, you can 
access your dashboard from home, school or wherever you have an Internet connection. This 
lets you return to Career Bridge as often as you like and pick up right where you left off! 
 
Helpful tip – Don’t worry if you forget your password. Career Bridge will send one to your 
email inbox. 

 
 
 

 
  

Register here 
to save your 
searches. 
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 Step 2  Personal Dashboard 
 
Once you sign in and register you’ll see your personal dashboard. This is where you’ll save 
your searches, along with Career Quiz results. Your dashboard lets you return to Career Bridge 
at any time and continue exploring careers and education programs.  
 

 
 
Now let’s return to the Home Page. Click “Home” on the navigation bar at the bottom of 
your screen, or you can click on the Career Bridge logo in the upper left hand corner. 
  

These searches 
were saved to the 
dashboard during 
previous sessions. 
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 Step 3  Explore Careers 
 
Curious how your interests connect with a career? Take the online quiz to help you think 
about your talents and abilities and how to use them in a career. Click the “Explore Careers” 
box on the home page to get started. From there, you can take the quiz, get career resources, 
view in-demand jobs, and more! Click the blue “Take the Quiz” button to get started! 
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Career Quiz 
Take the Career Quiz to discover your talents and interests! First, select subject areas you like 
by clicking on the box to the left. Select as many subjects as you want, then click “Next.” Now 
you will see short lists of personal qualities and what you like to do. Check the statements that 
apply to you. You will likely select multiple subjects and statements that apply to you. 
Remember, this quiz is all about you so check what truly interests you, not what you think 
others would like you to choose. Allow 10 to 15 minutes to complete the quiz.   
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At the end of the quiz, you’ll see your highest scoring career clusters. Click on a cluster to view 
the occupations within it. This lets you explore different kinds of jobs, find out how much they 
pay, if they’re in demand, how much education is required, and where to get the education. 
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 Step 4  What is in a Career Cluster? 
 
There are 16 different Career Clusters.  Each has multiple occupations to explore. Most of the 
careers call for similar kinds of skills and abilities. They’re a great way to start your career 
search. Select a career from the list to find out more details. 
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 Step 5  Get Job Details 
 
Find information on how fast an occupation is growing, how much it pays, and what type of 
education is needed for the position. 

 
● “Growth Rate” This shows the percentage increase in job openings 

expected in the coming year. 
  

● “Openings Per Year” This is the actual number of estimated new openings in 
the coming year.  

 
● “Education Needed” This shows how much and what kind of education an 

occupation typically requires. 
 
● “Education Available  Links lead to available education programs in our state. 
      in Washington”  

 

Helpful tip – Want to know more? Click on the information button.  
 

 
 
  

Click one of 
these links. 



 www.CareerBridge.wa.gov 11 

 Step 6  Save to My Dashboard 
 
Once you click on a link, you’ll get a list of education programs to explore. Do the results look 
promising? Don’t let them slip away! Click the “Save to My Dashboard” button.  
 

 
 

A pop up will appear and prompt you to enter a name for your search. The name you give to 
your search results will appear in your Personal Dashboard. 
 

 
 Step 7  What is in your Personal Dashboard? 
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You’ve just saved your search results – in this case Accounting Programs. You can return to 
these results whenever you like by clicking on “My Dashboard” in the upper right hand 
corner. 

 

 
 

 
Now let’s head back to the Home Page. Click “Home” on the navigation bar at the bottom of 
your screen. 

  

Click here to 
return to these 
results whenever 
you like! 



 www.CareerBridge.wa.gov 13 

 Step 8  View Job Trends 
 
Now that you know how your interests link to occupations, learn more about what jobs pay 
and if they are in demand. Click the “View Job Trends” box on the home page to get started. 
 

 
 

Type in a job title into the search bar and get results right away. If you need help thinking of a 
job title, or want to limit your search to careers that pay a certain amount of money, click 
“More Search Options”. 

 

 

Start searching right 
away by using 
keywords or job title. 
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When you click on “More Search Options,” it takes you to Job Trends Advanced Search 
which lets you do a more targeted search. By clicking the downward pointing arrows, you will 
generate a drop down menu. From these drop down menus, you can select a Job Title and 
specify a Salary Range. You also can check the box to the right of “In-Demand” if you only 
want to view jobs that are growing.   
 

   
 

 
 
 

Select a Job Title 
from the drop down 
menu.

Specify a 
Salary Range. 
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 Step 9  Find Education 
 
Education is at the heart of Career Bridge. Click on the home page and explore nearly 6,000 
Washington education programs! Click the “Find Education” box to get started. 
 

 
 
This will take you to the Find Education page. Simply type in a key word or school name to 
begin your search. For a more advanced search, click “More Search Options.” 
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Once you click “More Search Options,” it takes you to the Advanced Search for Education. 
Enter a keyword and target your search by education type, zip code, county, online-only, and 
more! Want to know whether previous students landed jobs and what they were paid? View 
programs with Performance Results by checking the box, as shown below.  
 

 
 
After you get your search results, check the boxes beside each program you want to learn 
more about. By doing this, you’ll see the green box with “View Details” appear. In this 
example we’ve checked three boxes to explore three different programs. Click the “View 
Details” box to get program details. 
 

 
 

Boxes are 
checked. 
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Get more information about a particular program. At any time you can click the green “View 
Your Education Selections” and look at other programs you chose. A drop down menu will 
appear and allow you to click on the other programs you selected to explore. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Click here to see your 
other education 
selections. 
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Performance Results 
Click on the “Performance Results” tab to find out how many students completed a 
program, what they earned, and what industry they went to work in. No more guessing about 
whether a program paid off. This “Consumer Report Card” shows the results of real students 
taking a program at a particular school.  
 

 
 

Student Characteristics 
Get details on the gender, race, age and educational background of program participants. 
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Find In-Demand Jobs 
You know what you want to do, but is the career you’re interested in hiring now? Click on 
“Explore Careers” on the left side bar. Under the section “Demand-Decline List,”click on the 
blue underlined link titled “in-demand.” 
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 Step 10   Pay for School 
 
You’ve figured out what you want to do and where to get your education. Now figure out a 
way to pay for it. On the left hand side bar, click “Pay for School.” 
 

 
 
 
Thank you for using Career Bridge! 
 
Have more questions on how to use the website? Ask your WorkSource job counselor or email 
careerbridge@wtb.wa.gov. 
 
Turn to the next page for additional resources. 
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Additional Resources 
 
Where Are You Going? 
The Where Are You Going? career guide can help you chart your career path. Inside are quizzes 
that help you figure out what you’re good at, what you like to do, and what might suit you as 
a career. This free guide also includes: job search tips, financial aid information, and resume 
assistance. This guide was designed to work with Career Bridge.  

 
Request your free copy today by calling: (360) 709-4600 or by visiting:  
 
http://wtb.wa.gov/CareerGuide.asp 
 
 
 

 
Self-Sufficiency Calculator  
Use the Self-Sufficiency Calculator to see what the cost of living is where you live (or where 
you plan to move). Find out average rent prices, transportation costs, child care expenses, 
medical care, and more for any location in Washington! 
 

To use the Self-Sufficiency Calculator on Career Bridge, click on “Pay for 
School” on the left side bar, and then the blue underlined “Self-Sufficiency 
Calculator” link. This takes you to a new website.   

 
After using the calculator, you may find you qualify for public assistance, such as food stamps, 
health insurance, and childcare.  
 
What is your estimated average monthly bill? $_________ 
This is what you likely will need to earn in the career that you choose. 
 
 

 

 
 

The Career Bridge website was developed and is maintained by the staff at Washington’s 
Workforce Training and Education Coordinating Board. The site won a National 
Innovation Award from the Council of State Governments. 
 
Contact: Marina Parr at marina.parr@wtb.wa.gov  or (360) 709-4607. 


